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FOREWORD

I In the battle for Dak To, allied intelliaence discovered enemy forces

converging before they had completed encirclement of the Special Forces camp.

Movement of the U.S. 4th Infantry Division into the area forced the North

Vietnamese Army (NVA) into a defensive position in hills many miles from

Dak To. The ensuing fightina was a tactical success for American troops

I against an enemy suffering heavy casualties and being pushed back across the

border. Although a factual estimate of enemy killed by air and complete

damage assessment could not be obtained, it was determined that close air

support for troops was successful. ARC LIGHT strikes were especially ef-

fective in remote areas where entrance by ground troops was prohibitive.

I After the Tet Offensive, there was much speculation concerning the

importance of the battle for Dak To in long-range enemy strategy. The

enemy may have gained some strategic advantage, as the allies were forced to

3 direct their attention toward the borders. According to one viewpoint,

the battle was an initial phase of the Tet Offensive, one that would draw

3 allied troops into an isolated border region, giving the enemy more freedom

around the cities to ready the Tet Offensive.

According to Col. Tran Van Dac, however, who deserted to the allies in

IApril 1968, the battle for Dak To was conceived and pursued by local unit

commanders despite the Colonel's opposition. The unit commanders wanted

battle to gain combat experience and to build troop,morale. In this view,

3 the battle was not related to long-range Tet strategy.

v
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Generalizing, Dak To, like Loc Ninh, A Shau, and Khe Sanh, blocked a

* convenient entry route into South Vietnam; the enemy had hoped to neutralize

Dak To by mounting rocket and mortar attacks from the high hills surrounding

the airstrip. To counter the enemy buildup, American troops were deployed

from populated areas, especially Tuy Hoa, into the isolated border region.

Whether intended or not, that had the effect of leaving the cities more

n open to the Tet attacks.

I
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BATTLE FOR DAK TO

In the early fall of 1967, North Vietnamese Army regiments began

converging on Dak To in the Central Highlands of Kontum Province. In

response, American airborne and infantry troops, as part of Operation MAC-

I ARTHUR, moved into the dense jungle south of Dak To to seize the hills the

enemy had fortified. Casualties were high for American troops assaulting

the heavily bunkered hilltops, but they would have been much higher without

the impact of tactical air support. This study details the role of tactical

air in the November battle for Dak To.

In late October, several Long-Range Reconnaissance Patrols and agents

Ireported the movement of the lst NVA Division toward Dak To. Reacting, the

U.S. 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, established its headquarters at

I the Dak To Special Forces Camp. On 1 November, a preplanned B-57 strike on

a suspected NVA storage and supply area produced a large secondary explosion,

confirming the enemy buildup, The next day an NVA sergeant from a recon-

naissance patrol surrendered in a village near Dak To and supplied very

comprehensive intelligence about the converging enemy forces.

This intelligence source said the 66th and 32d NVA Regiments were

moving north toward Dak To and also toward Ben Het, the site of the new

Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) Camp. That camp had a concentration

- of engineers and equipment, making it a lucrative target. From the northeast,

the 24th NVA Regiment was pushing down a valley toward Dak To, while the

174th Regiment was moving south along the border to aid the 66th and 32d

I 0 off% lM F



I
Regiments, should they need assistance. The enemy sergeant also said the

I 40th NVA Artillery Regiment had split to support enemy units north and south

of Dak To. The lst NVA Division Headquarters was reportedly just inside the

I border west of Ben Het. (Fig. lo)

To interdict and scatter the enemy buildup, nine American battalions

eventually deployed to the Dak To area, and most of these then air assaulted

into the hills to the south. Army of Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) troops were

I deployed against the 24th NVA Regiment threatening from the northeast.

Initially, the 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, exercised operational

I control over the three battalions organic to the brigade--the 3/8th, 3/12th,

and 1/12th--and over the lone battalion of the 173d Airborne Brigade in the

Dak To-Ben Het area--the 4/503d.

I On 7 November, the 173d Airborne Headquarters closed at Dak To and

I assumed responsibility for the 4/503d and the two newly deployed battalions

of the brigade--the 1/503d and 2/503d. The Hodrai River became the boundary

between the area of operation for the 173d Airborne (west of the river) and

the Ist Infantry Brigade (east of the river). Toward the end of the month,

I the 2/8th Cavalry and the 1/12th Cavalry were deployed to the Dak To area

H and attached to the 1st Infantry Brigade.

The American portion of the battle for Dak To occurred from 3 to 23

I November in three separate groups of hills. On 3 November, the 3/12th In-

fantry air assaulted into a landing zone on Hill 978, six kilometers south

I of the Dak To camp and engaged the enemy in heavy fighting. The battalion

I worked northwest along the ridge overlooking Dak To, until they captured

2
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I Hill 1089 after more hard fighting. Turninq south for a few kilometers, the

I battalion assaulted and captured Hill 1338 on 17 November. The next day, the

3/12th Infantry was airlifted into Fire Support Base 16 to support the 173d

Airborne. (Fig. 2.)

Meanwhile,a sister battalion--the 3/8th Infantry--on 3 November air

assaulted onto Hill 882 with few casualties, and then moved west across a

deep ravine under intense enemy fire to capture Hill 843. Severe fighting

on 8 and 9 November accompanied the assault on Hill 724, which finally

was taken on 11 November. (Fig. 3.)

Also in early November, the battalions of the 173d Airborne moved south,

taking a series of heavily fortified hills. On 6 November, the 4/503d

Infantry air assaulted onto Hill 823 to establish Fire Support Base 15 and

encountered heavy enemy resistance. On 9 November, the 1/503d replaced the

4/503d and pushed west in company-size search and destroy operations. On

Il November, the battalion took Hill 889 after severe fighting, and then

moved south during the next week to fight around Hill 882. Meanwhile, the

I 2/503d established Fire Support Base 16 on 12 November, and then struck west

I and engaged the enemy. The battalion turned south and attempted to assault

Hill 875 on 19 November, but was pinned down with high casualties. The

I battle for Hill 875 became one of the largest battles of the war, as three

more battalions were rushed into the area. On 23 November, after two days

I of air and artillery bombardment, American troops reached the summit, closing5/
i the last major engagement in the battle for Dak To. (Fig. 4.)

The fighting in the three areas had the common features of an enemy

I entrenched on high ground, and a dense jungle growing over rugged terrain.
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The triple canopy was at times scarcely penetrable for ground troops and

Ialways a barrier between the enemy and air-delivered ordnance. Dense bamboo

Iand hardwood forests permitted the NVA to "hug" American troops, making the
use of heavy ordnance and antipersonnel cluster bombs too dangerous to the

friendlies in close contact. The overhead canopy was so thick that sometimes

heavy general purpose bombs were used against enemy fortifications to clear-6/
an area, so napalm could reach the bunker positions. The thick jungle also

forced the Army to cut Landing Zones (LZs) for air assaults and medical

evacuations.

I When expecting airstrikes, U.S. troops would pull back to a safe distance

I (though sometimes at the risk of backing into an ambush). Ground tactics,

of course, called for close coordination between ground forces and their

firepower; i.e., air and artillery. The troops made contact, pulled back,

called in air and artillery, and then returned to the contact area.

The inability of the Air Force to receive its due credit for KBA was

I- often noted by Forward Air Controllers (FACs) and Air Liaison Officers (ALOs).

This held true at Dak To. Feedback of another kind from the Army, however,

confirmed the general success of close air support for troops in contact.

I The FACs and ALOs reported that as the battle for Dak To progressed, several

ground commanders became more willing to call in close air support and were

willing to shut off their artillery cover to permit access to the target.

I Accomplishments

A total of 2,096 close air support sorties--nearly all by the Air Force--

4
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were flown in support of American and ARVN forces in the battle for Dak To.I
Missions Missions Sorties
Requested Flown Flown

FAC Preplanned 529 481 957
FAC Immediate 498 496 1,011
COMBAT SKYSPOT Preplanned 60 48 49
COMBAT SKYSPOT Immediate 20 13 17
Spooky 65 62 62

3 TOTALS 1,172 1,100 2,096

The fighter/bomber sorties were half preplanned and half immediates (1,006

sorties versus 1,028 sorties). The sorties by aircraft were as follows:9

i A-lE 198 A-4 6
B-57 30 A-6 3
F-4C 244 AC-47 61 (Spooky)
F-l00 1,527 C-130 1 (Spooky)
A-37 26

3 In flying these sorties, one Air Force aircraft was destroyed. On

19 November, eight kilometers east of the Dak To Special Forces Camp, the

i number two aircraft of an F-4 flight followed the lead into a target deliver-

ing napalm. There was ground fire, an explosion, and then flames. The air-

craft crashed into the target area. The pilot was recovered but the aircraft
L/3 commander was missing in action.

3- Official statistics for the battle for Dak To gave a total enemy body

count of 1,227 caused by American troops and 417 by Vietnamese forces. Friend-
L11/

ly losses included 283 Americans and 61 Vietnamese killed. An estimated

544 enemy were killed by air, along with an estimated 177 bunkers destroyed

i and 138 secondary explosions or fires touched off. Estimated KBA included

Im 103 by FAC preplanned sorties and 408 by FAC immediates, which compared with

5iI illdli liIa!ilililn iaip



actual sortie percentages 
as follows:

Sorties KBA
(Percent) (Percent)

FAC Preplanned 49 20

i FAC Immediate 51 80

ICOMBAT SKYSPOT KBA were not estimated.
The 4th Infantry Division made the observation that this damage assess-

13/
ment did "not show the true destruction wrought by tactical air." Some

3 enemy sites were destroyed beyond recognition; the enemy often policed sites

before friendly troops could reach the area, and many B-52 mission areas

were never entered by ground units. The division's After Action Report also

termed "an exercise in futility" the attempt to differentiate between air

and artillery destruction. 14/

There were 257 B-52 sorties in support of American units and 48 sorties
15/

i in support of ARVN troops northeast of Dak To. - (Fig. 5.) In the target

areas south and west of the major engagements, numerous secondary explosions

I occurred, as well as harassment of fortifications and infiltration routes.

ARC LIGHT strikes were especially effective in destroying enemy ammunition

caches along remote ravines that could not be 
searched by ground troops.

U The After Action Report for the 4th Infantry Division contained the
17/

following general comments on Air Force air support:

6I q'i ii ilDHI i '
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"Tactical air was used to the maximum in support of ground
forces in contact with a disciplined, well-equipped and well-
trained enemy who chose to stand and fight from heavily forti-
fied positions .... The spirit and dedication of the US Air
Force to give close and continuous tactical air support to the
ground forces can best be described by the fact some pilots
flew three and four sorties in one day. Considering the
flight time, time over target, and rearming of the aircraft,
this is a tremendous feat. Forward Air Controllers spent
eight to ten hours a day over target areas, landing only to
tactically rearm with rockets and fuel. Night time was virtual-
ly non-existent as flares from Spooky aircraft were used to
permit the FACs to see their targets. Tactical air support
was close and continuous regardless of the time or place."

I The After Action Report for the 173d Airborne Brigade also praised the
18/3 air support received:

"Tactical Air Support was extremely effective during this
operation. Bomb damage assessments reflected numerous
secondary explosions as a result of strikes, and mortar
and rocket positions were silenced on several occasions.
Heavily reinforced bunkers and trench systems were difficult
to detect and destroy even with the jungle canopy removed.

"Sorties arrived within a usable time frame and were ef-
fectively employed. Immediate strikes were provided on a
continuing basis. Close coordination with support channels
prevented aircraft having to hold over the target for con-
tinuous periods. At no time when troops were in contact
were aircraft not available."

To help provision the thousands of newly arrived troops, a total of

308 C-130 sorties were flown into Dak To during November. Along with 600 tons

of provisions hauled daily by truck convoy, an additional 300 tons came by air-

Ilift, mostly in programmed blocks of 20 sorties a day. Such scheduling

greatly reduced requests for emergency resupply. By 13 November, the ground

and air resupply had achieved the desired 
three-day stock level.

Il7



On 15 November, the supply area in the vicinity of the airfield and

i the parking ramp received a mortar attack launched from the low foothills

south of Dak To. (Fig. 6.) That morning, four C-130s stood on the parking

I ramp when a few mortar rounds landed there, setting it afire and destroying

Itwo C-130s. The third aircraft received shrapnel damage and began leaking

fuel badly. Its pilot and loadmaster risked their lives to back the aircraft

I away from the fires. The crew of the fourth C-130 flew their undamaged air-

craft out during the attack.

The ammunition supply point also took several direct hits and burned

I- out of control throughout the day and night; its massive explosions closed

the airstrip. The next day, EOD personnel cleared the airstrip, which re-

3 opened on 17 November, with the restriction of only one C-130 on the ground

at any one time. Two days later the airlift resumed, making C-130s available

i to fly out casualties of the battle for Hill 875. On 21 November, an Air
20/

i Force Casualty Staging Facility was established at Dak To.

Hill 823

Illustrating a representative engagement around Dak To, the fight for

I Hill 823 on 6 November, had the four companies of the 4/503d Infantry moving

out of Fire Support Base 12 to secure a ridge six kilometers south of Ben Het,

I and establishing Fire Support Base 15 on Hill 823. The action began with two

airstrikes that morning to clear a small LZ for the engineering platoon on

I the east slope of Hill 823. An additional seven strikes by A-lEs and F-4s

I were later used to clear the main LZ on the hilltop. The A-lEs dropped 500-

pound bombs with daisy cutters (pipe extensions on the bomb nose to insure

detonation above ground for maximum area clearance), and the F-lOOs put in

8Ild l a mlm
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121/
1,000-pound bombs.

After the last strike at 1315 hours, the Amy's command and control

I helicopter checked the area and at 1345 hours declared the LZ ready to

receive Bravo Company, which completed the assault without incident. The

Icompany found numerous trenches, bunkers, weapons, and packs of new clothing,
Eindicating an estimated battalion had been driven from the hill by air and

artillery. At 1430H, an estimated 30 enemy attacked through the heavy
22/

bamboo but Bravo repulsed the 20-minute assault.

3While Bravo fought on Hill 823, Delta Company was under much heavier

attack a few kilometers to the north. Delta was one of the three sister

S companies of Bravo that had moved south separately on foot from Fire Support

Base 12. By early afternoon, the three companies were two kilometers north

I of Hill 823. At 1405H, Delta received automatic weapons fire, while moving

3 west, and requested an airstrike. Fifteen minutes later, two F-4s--call

sign Hammer 21--arrived with napalm and 750-pound bombs. The FAC directing
23/

the flight described the action:

"The first bombs were dropped on the northern side of
the ridge line... Then they dropped napalm to the west
and the east side of the friendly positions. This
napalm was dropped approximately 100 to 150 meters to
the west and approximately 75 meters to the east of
the friendly positions. Due to the AW fire being very
intense in those two locations, I held the fighters
with the bombs high and dry while we put the napalm in
there.

"They then began to receive heavy AW fire from the
ridge line to the north of their position and between
where the first bombs had hit and the bottom of the3 ridge. The company commander implied on the radio that

9
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I
it was a very, very desperate situation. So I
elected to ask the fighter to drop his remain-I] ing three #750 bombs in a string on a generally
west to east heading and it turned out to be
about 70 meters from the friendly location. His
three bombs struck on the southwest base of the
ridge somewhere around 848202 or 203 and ended
up about 70 meters from the friendly position.
The friendly commander was very excited at this

_ time and asked us to call off the air strikes.
They were too close and he didn't have any holes
to put his people in. But the commanding generalI-- of the 173rd Airborne, I believe his name is
General Schweiter, was flying around at that time
and he later commented that the air strike was
exactly where it had to be."

5. An estimated NVA company with fully automatic weapons then made another

coordinated attack against the surrounded company. So serious was the

situation that the FAC violated a cardinal rule and ran a set of F-4s--Hammer

31--directly into the friendlies, dropping napalm within 20 to 25 meters of

the troops. One fighter also placed two cans of napalm on the NVA attacking
24/3 the rear of the company perimeter. According to the company's After

Action Report, its napalm "routed" the enemy and "left only 15 charred bodies
25/

as evidence."

3 Because of the extreme danger of being overrun, the ground forces elected

to risk using 500 and 750-pound bombs in close air support. When the bombs

were expended within 70 meters of the friendly forces, this caused some minor

shrapnel wounds to men in forward positions outside the perimeter. The FAC= 26/

gave Hammer 31 an estimated 15 KBA and Hammer 
21 an estimated 13 KBA.

I At 1500H, an hour after the second airstrike, the NVA mounted a third

I. attack, which the ground forces repulsed. At 1530H, a helicopter gunship

10
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wounded one American when the smoke marking Delta Company's perimeter was

I unable to penetrate the triple canopy. At 1730H,Alpha reinforced Delta and

i the perimeter was marked with yellow smoke to guide the third and final air-

strike. The After Action Report noted the "strike was very close to the

3 perimeter and quieted all movement in the vicinity." Another enemy attack

occurred just after 1800H, but there was only minor action throughout the

i night.

The first airstrike had gone to the aid of Delta Company, because it

had been moving when attacked and had no prepared positions. Bravo on Hill

I 823 was luckier. By chance, the 1,000-pound bombs used in building the LZ

were equipped with delayed fuses and created several large craters. During

the enemy rocket and mortar attacks, the friendly forces took shelter in

the craters, savina many lives. They also placed the two company mortars

down 12 to 14 feet in one crater.

I Throughout the afternoon, the close air support at Hill 823 was coordi-

Inated by the FAC circling the battle site and by an Army major airlifted into
the LZ who assumed direction of all tactical airstrikes. The 500 and 750-

i pound bombs were dropped away from the perimeter, although the 500-pound high

drag bombs were moved nearer "due to their small size and their ability to
27/

work closer to the friendlies." The CBUs and napalm on A-lEs were put on

i a known location of enemy troops on a ridge running northwest from the summit.

At 2000H, Spooky began dropping flares at 15-minute intervals. The

company After Action Report indicated:

II
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"The troops stated later that they would have preferred
continuous, low illumination on top of the hill rather
than to the sides. Overall support by Spooky was ex-
cellent and the mini-gun suppressive fire was very
effective."

Scattered contacts occurred the next day. Final results for the fighting

included 16 friendlies killed and 104 enemy killed. Sixty-five individual
29/

weapons and 15 crew-served weapons were captured.

Analysis of Action

Other engagements were similar to the fighting at Hill 823 but require

some general comments. The most common aircraft load was napalm and 750-

pound bombs. This compromise had napalm for troops in close contact and

heavy ordnance for well-fortified enemy positions. Consistently, in the

crucial moments of heavy engagements only napalm could be risked against enemy

1"clinging" to friendly troops. Sometimes aircraft with napalm and other

ordnance would drop the napalm in support of troops in close contact, and

then request a different target for the bombs and CBUs.

One tragic short round did occur from the use of heavy bombs near

friendly troops. On Hill 875, on 19 November, Companies Bravo and Charlie

moved toward the fortified hilltop, leaving Alpha Company to protect the rear

xx xx

HILL 875 xx x Enemy xx xx E N _
xx B Co C Co xx

xx A Co xx

Ix xx xx xxx xx

xx Enemy xx
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and flanks. An NVA attack from the rear pushed Alpha up the hill, squeezing

it against its sister companies who were pinned down by enemy fire from the

hilltop. Tactical air and helicopter gunships bombarded and strafed the

perimeters, making passes on a SE to NW tangent to the perimeter. Just after

dark, a Marine F-4 on a NE to SW approach dropped a 750-pound bomb on the

command post of Charlie Company where the leaders and wounded were gathered.
30/

The bomb killed at least 42 and wounded 45. - (Note: The troops were sur-

rounded and could not pull back to a safe distance.)

I
For precision placement of ordnance for very close air support, the Air

Force relied on napalm, especially when delivered by A-lEs, the Hobos. The

assault on Hill 1338 was a case in point, as a FAC flying for the 3/12th In-

fantry related: 
L1_/

"We started in. They (the Hobos) got within 100 meters
to the friendlies and worked it down to 75. They (the
Army personnel) said we still needed to come closer with
the napalm, so we worked it north to the friendlies to
about 50 meters. We knew we had the range by then, but
unfortunately, we were out of ordnance.

"The second flight of Hobos arrived on station then. The
position was well worked by smoking napalm by that time.
They, the ground troops, said we need it 25 meters closer
to the friendlies. We're talking already about 50 meters
from the friendlies. They wanted it 25 meters closer,
which obviously added up to 25 meters from the friendlies.
Both aircraft were carrying napalm at this time. The lead
came in and he put down his napalm about 50, possibly 45,
meters from the friendlies. 'Two' came in and put his in.
I'd already told him about 25 meters from the friendlies,
but I knew it was close. How close we soon found out.
Alpha Company said, 'I think we've moved it close enough,
the trees are burning over my head.'

"I was quite worried at ihis time and I knew that they
weren't 50 meters from the previous napalm, too. He
said that was fine and to move it 20 meter back up the

13



slope, which we did. He said, 'I don't know if we
got those machine gun nests, oops, we don't have
one. He's firing again. I hear exploding AK-47
rounds.' We knew we were close. They said they
could hear other ordnance exploding up there, in-
dicating nape had done a fairly effective job, at
least some of their supplies and how many men, we

didn't know."I
A FAC for the 3/8th Infantry recounted a similar situation when troops

on 8 November were fighting 
toward Hill 724:

"I was able to weed out from what the ground people
were saying that the attack (by NVA) was coming from

the finger out of Hill 724 up to the northeast. So

I ran my fighters in from the northwest down to theI southeast across this little finger and we dropped
the napalm in there. One significant thing about the

strike: When the last fighter rolled in the people

with radio on the ground came out and said, 'God bless

the Air Force.' They told us later that it was exactly
where they wanted the fighters...

I- "(Later the FAC put some more Hobo strikes in the same

area.) So without having to mark again--just using
the marking that the friendlies were doing--I explained

to the Hobos exactly where I wanted the next strike to

go. Number two rolled in with some CBUs to put a strike

in at coordinates YB896151. He brought his CBU within

about a 100 meters of the perimeter and they were call-

ing for it closer. So the first napalm also came in and

landed at about the same position. Ground was still

calling for it closer, but I didn't want to bring CBU

in any closer, so I had the number two man continue to

drop about 100 meters from the perimeter and then had the

lead come in with his napalm. I told him to take a look

at his last napalm and the friendly smoke and put it

halfway between but favoring the friendlies. Well, he

must have known what I meant because he put it in about

10 meters from the perimeter and the number two kept

letting his CBU out at 100 meters. Then on the last

pass I called the ground and told them the last pass was

coming and that they could start their artillery. Lead

Icame in and dropped about three cans of napalm about 25

meters out. From the comments I got from the ground it

was an excellent drop and it seemed to suppress the

14
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I
attack quite a bit."I 33/

Another FAC added a postscript 
to the above action:

I "I talked to Alpha Company, which was hit hardest,
and they said the next day that this was definitely the
turning point. They noticed napalm just 30 feet in
front of them and said they could see many figures in
the trees just leaping out burning and yelling and
screaming. Some at the edge closer to the napalm near
the perimeter jumped up and with their clothes burning
came charging at the perimeter just firing wildly. They
were just out of their mind. A machine gun nest cut them
down imnediately."

I The destruction of enemy fortifications and the construction of LZs

required heavy bombs rather than napalm. The conflicting requirements for

* explosive power and napalm occasionally caught the Air Force short of heavy

ordnance. Thus, during the fiqhting on 4 November on the ridge west of Hill

978, the Army requested 1,000-pound bombs against well-entrenched enemy using

I automatic weapons and mortars. Despite the advice of the 1st Brigade ALO to

use 750-pound bombs with delayed fusing, the commander held out for 1,000-

pound bombs, which came two hours later--a flight of two Navy A-4s. In the

interim, smaller bombs, CBUs, and napalm on the enemy positions allowed the

I friendlies to pull back in preparation for 1,000-pound bombs, which destroyed
34/

the bunkers. On another occasion, 1,000 pounders used against bunkers

on Hill 875 were delivered by diverted Navy aircraft from the Carrier

i Constellation.

Ordering immediates pointed up the need for improved planning. FACs

and ALOs continued to remind the Army commanders that more preplans would
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allow for more fighter sorties. Planning would also lessen the delay in

I getting the particular ordnance desired, because there would be less down-

loading of aircraft to achieve the right load mix. However, the obvious

inability to anticipate all enemy action put limits on utilization of a

I high ratio of preplans.

Construction of LZs around Dak To required heavy ordnance. The After

Action Report for the 1st Brigade stated that a minimum of nine sorties with

I500 and 750-pound bombs was needed to clear a one-ship LZ. The brigade
37/

report categori.cally stated:I
"No satisfactory method for clearing new landing zones
exists at present...Hard-casing, heavy (1,000, 750)
pound bombs with fuze extenders are the only satisfactory
munitions for initial clearing of a landing zone, and these

have proven only marginally satisfactory in triple-canopy,
hardwood vegetation."

The Fire Support Base on Hill 530, ten kilometers southeast of Hill 875,

3had a special reputation for taxing Army and Air Force resources. The com-

mander of the 4th Infantry Division described the base as "one of the most
j 38/

rugged fire bases I have ever seen." 3 The five to eight-inch thick, bamboo

and five to six-foot thick ironwood trees also impressed a FAC who put bombs

on the LZ:

"This has been probably one of the hardest LZs (to con-

struct) in the four months I have been a FAC. I would

say this hill without a doubt--this is an estimate--had
been hit with 20 airstrikes, say around 50 sorties on the

top of that hill. There were still trees standing and we

had hit them with 1000 pound bombs. The bomb we prefer to

use to blow LZs up is the 2000 pound daisy cutter and it

is unfortunate we can't use it, but they've got problems
handling this one. Of course the Hobos could put it in
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for us but we have been using 1000 pound instantaneous
bombs. We have used 750 pound instantaneous and we have
actually found them more effective, believe it or not,
than we have the 500 pound daisy cutters."

In a previous battle in the Central Highlands--Operation IRVING--

clearing LZs by air was controversial because of the small return on a
40/

large expenditure of ordnance.

Lessons Learned

The effectiveness and accuracy of napalm to support troops in contact,

Iwhich were not well dug in, were emphasized again in the battle for Dak To.

Im Consistently, enemy soldiers within 30 meters of friendly forces had to

break contact and retreat with heavy losses when they encountered napalm.

Much less successful was the ordnance employed in LZ preparations in

Ithe triple canopy hardwood jungle. Army and Air Force personnel agreed that

no effective and economical method was available in Vietnam. The Air Force

!- relied on 750 and 1,000-pound bombs, although the 2,000-3,000 pounders were

more desirable.

The question of the ratio of preplans versus immediates remained open.

I On the one hand, the FACs and ALOs strove for a higher ratio of preplans. On

I the other hand, the preplans totaled 49 percent of the tactical sorties flown

and achieved only 20 percent of the KBA, though admittedly most LZ construc-

I tion was preplanned and that lowered the KBA obtainable. In the dense jungle,

where the enemy assaults were unpredictable and very sudden, preplans in-

I herently did not have the immediate responsiveness required to be on target

when troops suddenly were in contact.
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On the ground at Dak To Special Forces Camp, one significant change

I occurred during the battle. The mortar attack of 15 November brought the

restriction of only one C-130 on the ground at a time, instead of the

previous four at a time that made such lucrative targets.

I
I

I

I

I
I

I

I
I
I
I
I
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GLOSSARY

H ARVN Army of Republic of Vietnam

CIDG Civilian Irregular Defense Group

FAC Forward Air Controller

KBA Killed by Air

LZ Landing Zone

NVA North Vietnamese Army

NVN North Vietnam'(North Vietnamese)
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I'm Major Madison and I'm one the FACs with the 173rd
Airborne Brigade. I joined the 3rd Battalion of the 503rd In-
fantry on 25 June at Fort Bragg, North Carolina and trained
with them for three months at that location prior to shipment
overseas. I shipped with the advance party and we arrived
in-country on 6 October; the main body arrived by ship at Qui
Nhon on 21 October. At present the 3rd Battalion, 503rd In-
fantry, is located at Phu Hep just south of Tuy 'Ra South and
will be in that location for their first months of operation as
they shake the Battalion down. The remainder of the consisted
of three maneuver battalions all the lst, 2nd, and 4th of the
503rd Infantry. They also have E Troop of the 17th Cay and
also the 3rd Battalion of the 319th Artillery for direct support.

The 173rd departed Phu Hep on approximately 5 November
and began operations in the AO in the Dak To area on 7 Nov-
ember 1967. They made contact with the NVA on the 7th and
have had daily contact with them since. Some of it has been
light sniper activity up to heavy activity with NVA within 10
to 20 meters of their perimeter. The two battalions that had
most of the contact are the 2nd Battalion and the 4th Battalion.
The 1st Battalion's primary mission is security of Fire Support
Bases in the Dak To area. E Troop of the 17th Cay is the bri-
gade reaction force and, as I mentioned, the 3rd Battalion, 319th
Artillery, provides direct support to the brigade.

I arrived at Phu Hep from in-processing at the 19th TASSU on 4 November and the Brigade moved to Dak To on 5 November
1967. I got two rides as area check-out and due to the - our
units being in heavy contact I started FACing at that point on
my own. I found the Brigade Commander in three of the four
battalions very air minded and used air at every opportunity.

One of the battalions shows a preference for artillery and
mortar fire and this has proved unfortunate for them, I feel,
in that they are one of the battalions that has been in heavyI contact. To cite one specific instance for why I feel that it is
unfortunate in their case: On the 13th of November one com-
pany of this battalion made contact with an unknown NVA force
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at Hill 847 coordinates 8317 and at first they thought it wasI sniper fire and moved an element of about 10 people in to take
care of this sniper. However, it turned out to be a sizeable
NVA force and these 10 people were cut off from the rest of
the Company.

Night was approaching and the company has already suf-
fered several casualties. I was over the area and had a flight
of HOBO's - two A-lEs - holding with the napalm and CBUs
and 20mm. I informed the Battalion Commander that I had
the HOBO's. He consulted the Company Commander. They
were firing or had to begin to fire artillery and mortars but
were having to adjust it into their position and the Company
Commander said that he could use the air strike. But when
I informed him that he would have to turn off the artillery,
he said if he had to make a choice he would prefer the artillery
and the mortars and at this time the artillery was firing a
good 2, 000 meters to the west and they were slowly adjustingI it into their position and still receiving heavy fire from the
NVA.

Also in his comment the Company Commander informed

the Battalion Commander that he was standing in something
up to his neck and I again informed the Battalion Commander
that I thought I could get them off his back with the HOBO's,
but the Company Commander insisted that, if he had to make
a choice, he would prefer the artillery and mortars. Shortly
thereafter, the Brigade Commander called the Battalion Corn-
mander and told him to expend the HOBO's if at all possible.
About 30 minutes later, out of fuel, I was relieved by another
Tonto and the HOBO's were still not expended.

I believe the Brigade Commander had a talk with the Bat-
talion Commander that evening and the next morning they were
still pinned down by the same NVA and the 10 man element that
was cut off was still outside the perimeter, but the Battalion
Commander was quite receptive to air the next morning. And
we did put in several air strikes in close proximity to his posi-
tion enabling him to break contact with the NVA. After the con-
tact was over the results were friendly casualties 18 KIA, 17
WIA and five missing.
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Instances like this I have found have been the exception
rather than the rule. I have also found the Company Com-
manders - the people who are in contact - really appreciate
the air. One Company Commander gave me a call after I
had put in an airstrike for him and told me to please let the
fighter pilots know they have saved his butt not once but
twice in two days and that he and his troops were certainly
appreciative.

5I put in one airstrike in very close proximity to this
Company that I just referred to in the vicinity of 700 at
coordinates 838185. They were pinned down by NVA snipers
and also an automatic weapon. I put two 750 pound bombs
within about 50 to 75 meters and I will have to admit that
they were a little closer than I intended but the bombs had
no sooner hit then the Company Commander said they were
perfect but please don't bring them any closer until we can
dig a little deeper. But shortly thereafter he told me that
he was able to break contact and the automatic weapon didn't
fire anymore.I] One thing that is quite prevalent with the Battalion Com-

manders and the Army Commanders at battalion level and
above - they are quite reluctant to conduct body count as
KBA-killed by air. I can cite one conversation that a Tonto
FAC overheard between a Battalion Commander and a Com-
pany Commander. The Company Commander called his
Battalion Commander and told him that they had found 10
bodies that appeared to be killed by air two days previous.
The Battalion Commander quickly reminded him that mor-
tars had been fired into that position and he though that mor-
tars probably got them. The Company Commander reminded
him the mortars were fired last night and the bodies appeared

* to be two days old. Well, the Battalion Commander again re-
minded him that mortars had fired into that area and he be-
lieved that the mortars got them. By this time the Company
Commander had cuaght on and said Roger, sir, but the maggots
might argue with you a little bit on that.
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I've made a practice that every time I put in airstrikes
with troops in contact.... I press the battalion commander
and also his operationsofficer to let us know what they findI when they move into that area. Occasionally they do and
occasionally they don't. Of course, they are the ones that
police the area and they are the ones who more or less
determine how they were killed. At our level anyway it's
a small matter to me who kills them, but our pilots are
doing a fantastic job and, even though the company com-
manders appreciate it, I feel the credit isn't being given
to the pilots.

* On the evening of the 15th of November about an hour
before last light a company.made contact with the NVA on
Hill 889 in the vicinity of coordinates of 824182. The NVAU were located on the highest ground on 889 and the friendlies
were moving from east to west towards that location. The
friendlies used the same tactic that is quite prevalent orIseems to be quite prevalent here. Once they make contact,
if air is available, they pull back immediately and put air
on the target. Then they will send out a probe and if con-
tact is re-established, they will once again pull back, put
artillery, air or mortars on the target once again, and then
re-probe to see if there is more contact.

In this case when they made contact they pulled back
approximately 200 meters and I put in an airstrike with
750s and napalm. At this time darkness had arrived and
they didn't re-probe until the morning of the 16th. When
they did probe again however they did re-established con-
tact and they backed off once again and we put in approxi-
mately five air strikes in the area, once again using napalm
and 750 pound bombs. After the five airstrikes they moved
back into the area with little resistence this time. However
they did find quite An elaborate bunker complex. The NVA
had large bunkers with good overhead cover. They had not
only gone down but once they had dug down they had dug back
into the hill also. We were finding bodies and a few that were
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Istill alive in these bunkers throughout the day. As a result

of the airstrike at last light on the 15th just before darkness
the Army did send out a probe and they saw three NVA bodies

I on the ground and one in a tree. However, they didn't police

these up until the morning of the 16th. How many of the NVA
that will be assessed as KBA I don't know but I have beenIpressing the battalion commander and the battalion three all

day to give me a readout as to what he finds in that area. As
yet I don't have a satisfactory answer.

The general pattern since we arrived at Dak To has been

to establish Fir Support Bases moving from Dak To down to

the valley to the southwest . At each Fire Support Base we

put in further to the southwest we usually get contact for a

* couple of days and then the contact die s off, but when we move
further to the southwest we get contact once again. I would

like to emphasize once again that the company commander
really appreciate the air. They are quick to praise the pilotIfor their good work and the pilots are doing a fantastic job.
Yet the higher the level you go the less you hear of the good
work air is doing. It has been my experience here that once

I- the cry goes out that troops are in contact that the entire air

force in this area drop whatever they are doing and converge

on the scene. Its nothing unusual or hasn't been anything un-Iusual to have as many five sets of fighters stacked up waiting

to get on a target with troops in contact. The reaction time to

troops in contact has been really good in my opinion. I don't

think we have had troops in contact since I have been here when
it took over 20 minutes to get a set of fighters. Usually it is
much less time than this because the DASC always seems to

have three or four that they can divert and they are on the scene
within seven to ten minutes.

I There is one impression that the battalion commanders have
that we have been unable to dispell. This possibly results from
the HOBOs that support us because the HOBOs can spend three

to four hours on target. The jet fighters arrive and they can
spend 10 to 30 minutes ontarget. The battalion commanders tend

to believe that they can stockpile fighter strikes the same way they

can artillery rounds and they usually wait until the last minute. to
expend them. We have lost some effectiveness with the fighters
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due to this. However, we are constantly reminding the

battalion commanders that once the fighters get into the
area for maximum effectiveness we must locate the

I friendly positions right away and get the fighter aircraft

on target. I have only run into one or two instances where

the ground unit have been unable to mark their position

with smoke. I believe in both cases these units had been

on extended operations and they were just running a little
short on their supply of smoke. Usually their very happy

to mark their positions and, once the fighters are overhead,

they keep continuous smoke coming from their position.

I
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Interview, Captain Carl L. Leggett, FAC, 173rd Airborne Brigade#
Kontum Province, 17 Nov 67p

I am TONTO FAC working with the 173rd Brigade out of Dak To. I arrived
at Dak To on the 10th of November after the 173rd had left Phy Hep and
moved back here. When I got there on the 10th they had already had some
pretty heavy contacts* I got involved mainly when the 2nd was preparing
to move out to Fire Support Base 16, which is located at YB8115. In

preparing the Fire Support Base we had several sets of fighters that came
up about the llth of November to put in strikes on those two hills at 8115.
In putting in the fighters out there we uncovered several bunkers and
we went back the next day and hit it again. They put some artillery in
there also and they were planning to go in that day but changed their plans.
We hit it more the next morning and they went in to this Fire,-Support BaseI- - that was about the 12th of November--- and immediately upon going in
they encountered some pretty good contacts.

On the morning of the 13th I had the first flight of the morning. That
morning I went out to this Fire Support Base and they were in contact
at about YB812148. They were pulling back. They had lost a few people out
there and go some of the enemy, also, and they were pulling back when my
fighters arrived. For about the next three days we had fighters stacked up
waiting for us to put in because there was a lot of action going on and
you would have as ay as three sets of fighters at one time waiting to
go in out there. As soon as the troops pulled back here and I got clearance fromi
the ground commander to hit the hill just West of the Fire Support Base
just about at YB810148, I put some fighters in there. And I understand
the next morning they found quite a few of the NVA killed out there. I put-
about four sets in there and I think the rest of the day we put in quite
a few more flights in that general area.

IOn the 14th of November when I was flying out to the west a couple of
clicks rkilometers7 to the southwest I noticed that on this hill at
coordinates 796135 there were several bunkers up there. I had a set of
fighters up so I put them in on that hill. I put two sets in there and
uncovered quite a few trenches and bunkers but saw no sign of the NVA down
there except for the extensive bunker complex. We had also put in several
strikes out in this general area on intelligence targets.'As I say, on
the 13th we put in about 19 sets of fighters and on the 14th about 20
sets of fighters in these targets. On the 15th of November on a hill at
coordinates YB804143 I noticed also that there was quite a bunker and
foxhole complex up there.

Also, at this time the 4th Battalion operating out of Fire Support Base
15 at YB852188 was having some pretty good contacts. They were operating
about two or three clicks to the west of there and also running into some

pretty good contacts, especially on this hill 889 at coordinates 826182
and some of the FACe put some strikes in up there. I think I put two in
that area. I had one set of fighters report getting fired at coming over

I
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that hill and today I was up there and the 4th Battalion told mo that
they got a 12.7 gun out of there. There were positions for two of then
up there. Also, about the 12th when I was putting in this strike down
here just west of Fire Support Base 16 where the troops had contact, one
of the fighters got hit down there and he thinks he got hit at about
810148 and we worked those hills over pretty good down there so maybe we
got something out of then. Seas of the other targets here have been real
good intelligence targets along the stream running northeast/southwest
from about 7816 to 8118 and also in the area more to the west about 7811.
In that area there have been quite a few signs of activity.

Going back to the morning of the l1th when the 2nd Brigade contacted out
here, I was flying over the area and I told them that I had some fighters.
We had some preplanned targets out there. I called them up and told then
we had some fighters and asked them if they had any need for them because
I knew that they had been having contact out there. They liked to use the
artillery--they had been using it tite heavily--and they were reluctant to
it it on this particular morning. I finally talked them into letting me

put ordnance in. As first they did not want me to put il in because they
thought I wanted to put it on the side of the hill about 2 or 3 hundred
meters from their troops. However, it was over the hill from where their
troops were located. I finally convinced then to let me put it in and I
put in those four sets of fighters. I understand the next morning they
counted some enemy killed out there. I am not too sure about it. They were
located at about 811149 and I wanted to put it in at about 808146. They
were a little reluctant to let me put it in but, after I put it in, from
that day on they haven't. They have cilled on us quite frequently; they
haven't been very reluctant at all to let us get in there. They will lift
the artillery now so we can put In our strikes,

The 4th Battalion operating out of Fire Support Base 15 here were very
reluctant to let us put it in and sometimes they would call for it a little
closer than we like to put it in. Well, I think this unit had a new
commander who did not know how to use air. That was a big problem. Our
biggest problem is finging out where they want us to hit. Getting the
marked position, getting the position of the enemy, and getting the
positions of the friendlies is sometimes very time consuming. Sometimes
when you have three sets of fighters stacked up Tou do not have much time
to de all this. Plus, the terrain In this area, especially west of Fire3 Support Base 16, is almost impossible to pinpoint. It is really difficult
to read your maps and contours out there.

Unless you knew exactly where the friendlies are or where the enemy is
and where the friendlies are in relation it is pretty haxardous to put in
there. I would rather not put ordnance in and get them in on the friendlies.
They will mark with smoke but sometimes this takes quite a while for their* mark to come up. By the time you coordinate with the battalion comanders
and he coordinates with his company commanders on the ground and you get
then to pop smoke there can be a lengthy period of time. But once you get
their position and the relative position of the enemy, it is not very long
in getting the fighters in and they do a pretty good Job. They Lthe Army
comander4s are normally very patient with us. I know when they are sitting
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up there waiting for us to coordinate and they can't hear what we are
doing, they think we are wasting time. But reilly, it takes a long time
sometimes to coordinate with the commanders and read the map and find outJI exactly where you want this stuff. Like they say, reading that map is not
to* easy sometimes. Sometimes it will take five or ten minutes once you
get out there and you get your contact. The friendlies have contact with the
enemy and you have got to locate their position and get the ordnance in.

Question: Did you overhear any cmments from the freund commander over
the radio or after the fict on how air was used? Were they satisfied or

unhappy with it?
We don't get too many reports from what goes on out there. The ground
commanders go up and mark a target for you if they can, however, sometimes
they are not too.,sure of their position. I feel they do not read maps as
much as we do and sometimes they find it a little difficult describing the
target and giving you good coordinates. So sometimes it takes a while tojI get together with tom and usually I don't think they know immediately what
the results are. Frequently they will tell you that you have put it in
the right place and then sometimes you will get a report of what actually
happened. Now, the only way I know what we probably got some kills here
on the morning of the 12th when I put in the flight was because the chaplain
came back the next day and said he was out talking to them and said they
had counted 60 bodies that were killed out there. This was unofficiil, of
course, and I have not heard anything official as to how many we got or

~how well we did.

The 4th Battalion commander frequently tells you that you did a good job,
that the fighters put it right where he wanted it. Generally speaking
the fighters can put it right where you want it although sometimes you will
have one or two that will go a little long or a little short. Usually they
do a real good job, especially considering the fact that frequently they
are low on fuel and they want to get in there and get the job done so they
can got home. Frequently they will be really low on fuel and they will

II still be hanging in there trying to get this ordnance off. It is a little
bit difficult to give them directions when everybody is in a pretty big
hurry to get them offj But, all in all, most of their ordnance is right
on target.

.1
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Interview, Captain Carl L. Leggett, FAC, 173rd Airborne Brigade,
ti Kontum Province, 18 Nov 67.

I am TONTO 04 working with the 173rd out of Dak To today, the 18th ofNovember. I took off this afternoon at 1200 hours and proceeded to thewest to our operating area. At about 1300 hours the 2nd Battalion
operating in grid square YB7913 on hill 875 ran into a little difficulty.They approached the top of the hill and apparently the NVA were in bunkersthat were known to be up there. We had been bombing that hill for thelast three or four days and they had also put artillery in just prior togoing up the hill. When the troops reached the top of the hill they weresurprised by the NVA and apparently took quite a number of casualties. Ittook about 30 minutes to gather up their wounded and pull back down thehill; then we hit it with a couple of air strikes. Some lO0s and MarineF-4s came in and pounded it pretty hard. The only trouble there was ittook about 30 to 40 minutes for the 2nd Battalion to get their woundedtogether, get back down the hill, and mark their position so that we couldcome in and hit it. Apparently they were hit pretty hard and it tookthem quite a while to regroup and get every one together.

Just about the time I was finishing up with the F-4s the 4th Battalionoperating in grid square 7915 on hill 882 approached the top of the hilland the same thing happened to them. The NVA were dug in up there anddrove them off the hill as they came up. TONTO 05 had taken off ih thsmean time and checked in with the 4th Battalion and found out they hadcontact. He called me to see if I had anything left. I still had someguns and some rockets on the F-4 so I had them hold high and dry whilehe got the position of the enemy over there on hill 882. Then he took thefighters over and put them in on hill 882. We ordered some more fLightersand they came up a little later on and"'TONTO 05 put them In on the samehill 882, Meantime, the 4th Battalion was having , pretty tough time -down there. They had pulled their wounded out and apparently had them allin one little group when they started receiving rocket fire. One rockethad landed in the middle of the troops and the guys on the ground werecalling for more medics to help with the situation. Also, from the groundthey told us that there were three or four slow firing automatic weapons thatthe NVA had been rattling around at us all day. We had seen flashes andthe fighters had seen a few flashes coming out up there. One thing, thefighters don't seem to mind that stuff too much' They keep on pressingin there; they drop their bombs more or less Lhthe-.same manner they hadI . before.

We had one small problem with the 4th Battalion: they had their artillerycoming in on this hill. As soon as they had their contact, they movedtheir artillery in there and they were a little-reluctant to lift this forus to get in the fighters. However, we suggested that we could put thefighters in a little west of the artillery. The battalion commander thoughtit was a good idea, so we put it Just a little bit west of his artillery
and then moved it in a little bit. Throughout this whole operation thereI

i
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is a lot of talk, of course. Frequantly, the FACs have to talk to
four or five different people at one time. Sometimes you will have a
couple of sets of fighters you must talk to. In a case such as today where
there were two of us operating really close in two different areas trying
to help one another out, we were talking to one another plus aalking to
the TACPfactical Air Control PartY7 and the battalion. There is,al1ot

of chatter on the battalion frequency, of course, because the troops in

contact are talking to the guys on the ground and several other petple.

There is a lot of radio chatter going on and we have quite a problem sometime

flipping our switches around trying to figure out who we must talk to
next and also who we must turn off and not hurt too badly. Iknow sometimes

the fighters probably think we are not doing the job--not giving them

enough information--but especially if you have troops in contact you must
find out where the friendlies are and make sure you have it squared away

with the battalion commander. Sometimes right in the middle of your
strike he will have some problem or someone--like the TACC--will come
up with an urgent message when they don't bxactly know what is going on.

I
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Interview, Capt Phillip D. Gritten, FAC, let Rri,,ade, 4th InfantryI Division, Kontum Provinces 16 Nov 1967.

I'm Captain Phillip D. Gritten, I am a FAC with the 1st Prigade of the
4th Infantry, Division and, as such, have been at Dak To durinZ- the
action with'the lst Drigade. The plans called for the 3/12the In-
fantr.,, Pattalion, which is one of the three battalionz of the Ist
Prigra,de, to g o from the Pleiku area up to Dak To and secure theU field up there. They were pli.nning on excpandin , the operation a-

rudthere. The intelligence summaries that c me up ri,' hi. Iround
the 30th of October indic,,red that there viere probably as manv- as
three re'-iments or more movin,- down into the Dak To area. The
Army wanted to make sure that they iw,ere interdicted and at ltast
stopped, so fast arrang ements were mRde. It was decided to bringI up the 3/12th Infantry and also the 3/8th Infantry of the lzt
Brig ade. The 12th arrived about the 30t.1 and was soon follcwed by
the 3/8th. Very shortly afterwards the' '11t Brigade -et up o-)era-
tions at Dak To az-4 the 3/12th and the 3/8th -were deployed. to th6
field. Most of the action so far has centered just south of Dak To,
rrobab)ly arov.nd three 71ailes. There is a largEa mountain ridge and
the 3rd/12th has occun~ied this mouni,ain ridre. The eneral coordi-
natesof the northern rart of the mount,a in ridge are as follows:
the ridge is slanted orientated rorthwest/southwest and major n or-
ti.on thbat we have Ireen mostly concerned with )as been P 9220 overI to a-nrox. 0015. The 3/12th hAs occup-*ed the area rig,ht around
0015. Tben, -,,ent into this rea nrohably ri,-ht ;round the lst of
NToveribtrs I cannot rw'.enber the exact date, Lnd he%vy contact was
M!<Ce in this Area. Up in here we found 1-TA caves and tunnels.HThey anpeared to be rwell du--in with sunplies comin -, from the

souhwst id-_of this ridg' e. Our troops found an extensive tunnel
and cave systema which indic-ted that they were -nianning7 on holdingIthis area for P 'uite some time. The nnount of air wie put in here
hPs been nuite f-x-tensiv-e. 7 would na,- ,.e hr,ve be-en av-!rag inr, pro-
bably 12 t.o 15 str:ikes a day 'fok the let Bri.-Ade. This is takingI into consideration scme diays v~heni we have had as -iany of 25 or 30
strikes and other days when it h-as bt-en rather li.-'ht around 8
strikes. I must say thf the!se days when there have been aroundI ei::t to-t en strikes have definitely been in a minority. I would
say,, it averag,es around 15 strikes a day totaling it out.

We have needed some very he-vy ordnance. The army has re-uested 750
to 1000 pound bombs trying to knock out these tunnel systems and cave
comnlt)xes that they have up here as t,hey h,ve exploiteid the area.

Downgraded at 3 Ncezr intervals;
sified aftcr 12 years
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* The: have run into very heavy contlict and they have found the TWA
well dug in with ideal mortar positions back within the caves. It

has been very difficult soretimes to isolate 2x-ctly the mortar
positions. The m,aterial captured has been aJlost amazing to every-
one i4ho has seen this material because it is alost all brand new.iWe found flame throwers with crome naz-les, not a tarnish on them,
still with the label att,ched and no paint worn orr. We took kits- complete, showing very little dust or dirt, all of this indicating_ all of the material that they were using was quite new and had been
stored and hardly used at all. We have found anything fron 30 to
50 caliber machine guns, some even whell drawn. They have make-
shift rigs with two wheels. Obviously they hnve been pulled by asquad of units and our troops have even found :then up in the moun-
tains here.

I I would say the highest elevation of this mountain area is about4290 feet. I would say the average area they have been working in
takes up to 3000 and 3500. This pretty well takes in this operation.
The 3/8th moved Around the area of YP93 between 18 and'20 settinjup a Fire Support Pase there. They hove since deployed south of this
area into a very hot area and I iould say all this a ction right
around the 3rd - 5th of November. Its right around 919142 called
hill 88P that the, put two companies on this hill, the went over
to the 91145 grid to hill 843 where they found considerable resist-
Ance around these two hills. 1hen they got up on top of 843 to
secure this 'ill one compny of the'3/8th lce t about 40 to 50 menin an -mbush. I would say a third of these were KIA and two thirds
MTA. They found t - enen7 had pinpointed their positione very

accur.tely with mortar fire and ilso seemed to 1:now their generalmoveaent and were re-dy to react against them within six or seven
hours. Man-- times knowin- our troops direction of morements allowed
the enemy to s et rp ambushes ,nd also make immediate reaction to anymovement of th e 3/8th. For ,his reason the co-iany suffered heavylosses, nrobably 'he most of an.- in the brigade at this time.

UThey 1lso moved on over to another hill coruqonly known as hill 700
rig,ht around YB905149. I personally was in this action. They ar--* rived at this knoll right around the 7th of November and they set
up a perimeter with two companies. All this time I would say they
had four companies: Alpha, Pravo, Charlie, Delta. They h'd Delta
company out most of all the tine; they were the least to be hit andstayed in the field. They broug ht in Bravo company and lost about60 or 70 men. Then they brouiht in Carl ie company and lost about
the same number of men or even more. Then Alpha con-pany joined them
nnd on the ni.ht of Novem.ber 8th (the day of Nov 8th were both lo-c:ted at coordinate that I have just stated) Alpha company was onthe western perimeter and Delta compahy was on the eastern perimeter.

* 2
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Toey were on .op of a r-dgeline slantin-g from northeast to southwest.
They hqd all day t-at da and part of the d .y before; been under
periodic mortar att-ack, I -ould say as man7as 12 to 20 rounds. On
the morning of November 8th, mortar rounds c,rle in and we evenI spotted v,ortzrs on top of this hill (P82) which I spoke of recently
at 919 141. I put in tuo strikos up hcre-two F-100 strikes- ind we
destroyed a' out 15 bunkers and silcnced this mortar. But we found
various other mortar ositions during the day. T'Hey (night defensive
position on hill 700), and h4d.a periodic mortar attack alout 1600
and it se-med like all action Had been broken about 1715 or 1730.
I was working Just south of this area and we got an urgent call from
the battalion comnznder. He said this area is receiving heavy small
arm, fire from the western perimeter ani also they are under heavy
-mort-r and possibly rocket attack. The type of rockets they were

concerned with wps P-40 rockets. We did not see any 122 rockets and
I have no knowledge that they were there at that ti me although

they had been fired and had been known to be around thearea.

T.hen the attack became very intense they requested imnediate air
supp-ort. We were able to give them air support. I understand the
A-lE S yraiders resporded rithin 12 minutes fron the ti-ne the re-I- quest was initiated and received by our division and passed on up
to TACO and then back down ad they were airborne, cI.eckikng in 12
Iminutes later. Around 1800 that evening by the time they arrived
in the area the battalion commander did not want to stop artillery.
He wanted it to keep- on going on the eastern and western side and
gave us a north/south I'oundary to work about 1 click wide surrounding
this ridge line. This was ewough for this A-lE, he said.

The ground units were frantical y calling for napalm very close to
their neri-e4ter. Of course we are always very a-prehenoive ;nd theI first thiTV in our mind was to make sure we did not bomb friendlies
but put it wlere they needed it to effectively sup-ress the eneny.
So we started probably about 125 meters .from the perimeter to the
west. They immediately said come closer. We put some in from the
southwest nortion of the perimeter with some of it w as close as
50 meters away. They said they wanted it swung b ck around-close
around- to the west and southwest to west and theyvanted it closer.
The IIORO was doing as best he could. He had eight crns of napalm
ard he had expended about three or four. We started closing in and
we got down to about 30 meters and they still wanted it closer.
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WIe estimated that the napalm was as close as aiout 30# fe t, which
would be abou, clOs Aser frou 30# fe 't"hcldu10 meters from the crimcer, and the round commanderwas not satisfied that it was close enough until it had arrived athis position. He had already, of course, since th(y were underheavy contact, mlade sure that the perimeter was well defined with
smoke and that it was very easy for the HOPO to get in. e norllyi w ou ld n o t pu t n ap alm t h i s cl os e , b u wi h t em a o r i g w t i

speed , ble to et a little closer to the target hewas able to accurately deliver this.

I talked to Alpha company, which was hit h,rdest and they said thenext day that this was definitely the turninc point. They noticednapalm Just 30 feet in front of them and said they could see manyfig-ures in the trees just leaning out burning and --ellin and scream-ing. Some at the ed,e closer to t' e na-alm rear the perimeterjum ed up -nd with their clothes burnin, cxme charging' at the peri-meter just firing wildltr. The- were just out of their mind. Amachine gun nest cut them down i-:mediateli.

The next, mornin- they were able to go out and exploit this area andthey exploitcd about 50 meters west of the nerimeter and t.hT found
around 119 body count. The Arm y, has not told us how much was esti-riated by KBA but this vas an actual count. The 4th Infantry Divisiondoes not work with c stimted figures, as do man; other well knowndivisions around. Thq-j say the philosphY of their commander is thatit's nice to know estimates for planning but is far as results -o, hewants to o -irth the facts and that is theactual body count. Thatis what thqr Jo. Some neoples sa- there were an e3ti_,ated 500 killed,but all our division is concerned with was that there was a 119 body
count . I would like to think-we feel that it is a conservative

_estiriate-that at lce,st 90 or 100 of '.hose we,re killed by air. I
gave an estimated body count the next day although I didn't thatevening bscause I .,ew that they viould be close and would exploitthis area. I told t.)= that I vould hold off the count until tl,e
next day. We sent the stiate back with about 100 KBA. They feelthat thisias one of the bigest actions and they figure that a ma-jority of a regiment was attacking them.

Already- that afternoon we had been trying to blow them an LZ. Bythis I mean we were putting airstrikes right on top of the knoll duewest of them about 300 or 400 meters.

* 
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Finily we were succ,ssful after a)out four air strikes, getting an
LZ bi- enough to s-tisfy t1he battalion coTmander that he could ex-
tract his troops. One of the b igUest problems we have up here is
trying to insure that there is erou,h air support to meet immediate

tactical sitlations. TACC was, I n;a sure, quite concerned that we
wanted so many airstlikes that afternoon. The request went in
about 1230 for about five sets of fighters starting at 1330 with 20
minute spacing. This was on the 8th of November. As it was we
were Tle to get two immediately but we were told that he fighter
bases were just stripped of the type of hard ordnance needed vrith
instantaneous fusin- to clear this area, we didn't want to crater
it, we just wanted a big tree cutting mission, you mi-ht say. lie
did get the othtr missions but, of course, it took a couple of hours.

In doir so it turned out that it vas too late to extract the troops
that evening and of course, they took the blunt of the force that
evening from this counter offensive by the JVA. I don't think any-
thing could be attached to this;- The Air Force surely could not
be considered at fault because they tried everytIhing they could as

they had for two or three d-,ys in getting us immediates as quickly
as they co ld Put on the other hand the Arny didn't know until
that morning the clane in developments-how accurate the mortlir was
getting- and they just realized then that they had started taking
so hepvy a loss of life that they didn't feel that one company (Alpha
comniny) could last very much lonjer. They immediately decided to
extract it that afternoon but they weren't able to get this done, so
they extracted until the next day.

At least 61 of them walked out into the field. The lieuten-?nt who
was the third comniny comrqnder in three days (they had lost two
comj.r, co-,randers and he v.is the third one) said that he didn' t

think they would have walked out alive if we hadn't put in that
napalm. So we were 7uite prnd of uhe IOBOs, which is the Call
Sifn of A-IEs, but this does not take away from the jet fighters

and the support that we got from Tuy Hoa, Phang Rang, Phu Cat, and
Cam Ranh. They all gave us sunport in cuttir LZs here and we had
two or three fighter strikes that were put in by -nother FAC that

,ni,ht riTht after I put in the HOROs. They couldnIt get as close
with their napalm but were nuite positive that they prevented the
enemy from reinforcing himself and therefore insured that no fur-
ther counter-attack would :-o that night.
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So they moved from hill 700 at 905149 over to the LZ we had been
bombin- to get them ext ract at YB 900148 and they finally moved
both com panies over there the next. day on the 9th of Novemnb,r.
Their got the one out and reinstated the Bravo company. So Pravo and
Delta coi-inany were still out there. The next objective from there
was to go on over to hill 724 which is at YB 896149 which at pre-
sent they are at now. I don't know what exactly their opera,ion isUfrom now on but they had nuite a bit of difficulty getting from
hills 700 to 724. At 700 the next day on the 9th, they were getting
very accurate mortar fire again and some rocket positions. We had
them spotted due south, about a clidc southwest. They were comin-
fran the top of 724, believe it or not.

By the way-I forgot to tell you, when we had that contact that night
_ where we got all that nape so -lose to the perimeter on hill 843 at

about YP 913143, the HOBO and I sotted two mortar position down the
northwest crest. Unfortunately we were unable to put in f rpg
clusters. Of course as you know the frag clusters are extremely
dangerous due to the fact you can't put them very close to friend-
lies. We were even concerned about putting Them on slopes but we
did get jets later on with CBUs and we CBU'd that. The Army
comnnder said, " 1 don't think we'll hear fron those characters
again." And they didn't. But on that slope they have had Tiortars
over there all the time and you hit them and they just "didi" downI the slope or the-- fet reserves. Anyway they come ranning back up
when they fi-ure the times is ri-ht again-maybe even the next day
or the next afternoon. Then they set up another mortar position
because there are so mny bunkers around. In that heavy contact we

-did find a commo wire le,,ding fron that area just west of their peri-
-- T:meter, down the slop over to the hill. Almost certain the enenW had

a forward ovserver there and he was calling in,ery accurate mortar
fre. They said it was pop7ing up right over the bunkers, not just
hodgepodge all over the place but circleirg the bunkers. Delta
comniny on the eastern perimeter obviously didn't get so much because
attack was caming from the west but they did Fet a lot of small
arms fire but most of heir's w:s i,ctar ,nd everythin else there3 was cominl- in frcm the air-mortar and rocket mainly,.

Well, that i!! ,ust about l.hat situation ri[ht there. They've been
working in this area -uite hard and they are at hill 724 now. I
think ve lost about four hel !copters; I know of three for sure.
One was bit on the ntrimter of the area heavily hit when we kind
of saveei the day with rir.
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For the two units badly hdt the-. had a helicopter come in and he
hit trf-es as he i-rs tr:,-ing to Iet out and -as under fire. They
lost nother one on hill 724, hit by a P-40 tocket, another one
that was southwest on hill 724. Wfhich, by the way, is the didiIroute for all the enemy here. It seems like most of the enemy
from these coordinates here always seem to did to the southwest.
Back to this helicopter. It appears that he ,as hit at bout his
gn nat ern altitude + 1500 feet-with 50 caliber. They figure he
took it riFht throught the fuel cell. So it indicates that there was
nuuite a lot of heavy stuff.

The A-IE And I that niZht were getting cuiteh0avy -round air fire.
We figure it ws at least 30 or 50 because the tracers were gettinL
to 5000 feet and it was cuite amusing, actuall,-. 1,Te were kind of play-' ing tag with artillery on either side of us. The HOBO vculd come in
and he (the enen, -unner) would see the HOBO coming and this one
gunner was really out to get the TTOTO. I don't think he ever did
hit him. I never heard of him getting hit. But he ws firing at the
TTOFO and the FOFO vold o back out and come back in downwrind and

'ro in a-ain. Of course, I would be over there,Chedking with the
unit and he'd start up on me and I'd ziggY out and here would come
the HOPO again. So we Iept them diverted between the tiro of us and
that might have been the reason the:- never didget a real hold on
either one of them because he ke.t moving from the FAC to the A-I
and back. lle are not certain that there weren't a couple of guns
in the act.

In the opinion of the 1st Brigade conuiander, Colonel Johnson,
t1r enemy is pinpointig our -ositions with mortar, trying to
fix our iosition to kee- them from moving around. This indicates
he doesn't iant our untis to move around t! is area very much, in-
dicating'he mi:ht be trying to protect supplies. Of c urse, this
was one of the easons we have had a lot of AtMC LIGHT strikes in a
general big block here. We have had several of them here. I knowIthat it is classified but. I understand that this is clas-ified.
O.K., general area from YB 8-' over to about 92 and fromdbout the
125 line north/south to the 10 line. We had observed secondaries
all throught t1ese ravines down here, tremendously lArge secondaries.
There is no doubt about it. The ground was sometines charred for
a!out 150 meters around craters, indic-ting a tremendous fireball
and lots of ammo.

Of course, for this reason as soon as we had a couple of ARC LIGHTS
in there, they put a few more seein,- what .hey could zet. The !amy' s
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vitallZ interested in this so they decided to go right dol'mn in the
middle of the mess. lYe figured some more action than they have had,
actually. .i, ht at this time hey moved in the 3rd Batl alion which
crime up from the 'an Ie Thout area-the lst of the 8th. So they
raised th 1st Brigade to full strength .nd went in at coordinatec.
YB 9112 riht on the hill crest. It was put there for a couple of
good reasons: as a Fire Support Base and to put artillery around
hill 72), which they were so concerned with trying to suppress mortar
position.

The brigade conun-nder has sone pretty set rules about vhat he thinks
air should do but. he is an intelligent man who never seem to forgo
air or forgo anything else. He likes to think of it as a kind of
s,mphony. Such one h,-s its own peculiarities that he thinks, are'
the assets and he irll use them that way. For instance, when a mortar
attack starts up and it is not a direct attack or frontal attack
a7ainst him, he wants people out there finding the positions ofI these mortars. He has artillery in there imnediately trying to
suppreso fire ard keep their heads down and bring in the air Ss soon
as we pinpoint the area. He says there is nothin, better than air-I power when you've 2ot the target pinpointed. He is not a mnn who
says artillery is better than air or air is bitter than artillery.
TTe says they both have their -ood points and we try and t ak the
best points of each one and put them to ,ood use. We have had some
outstanding results because of this.

For instance in the A.C LIGHT area he said he wanted more air in thisI area because obviously these aC LIGHTS were like a big swath across.
the ground. They are not ,oirr to get all of it but what they do is
hi,hli7ht stora7e areas here. lie know how Ch-rlie is in some ofI these areas, he tends to store them in series up the ravines.
-iat ha--)ened, indic-tcd several ravines got secondaries -nd we put
in other strikes. One mornin!7 after a strike-I think this was the
5th or 6th of November-the ALO (iKajor IMadden) srid we -ot about five
secondAries just from that ARC LIGHT just in this one area. The
brigade corimpnder inemediately flew dowu to that area in a C&C ship,
look.ed it over and saiJ, "Let's -et some ?ir in there andwork out
these ravines." And presto we had :bout three secondaries in one
fli,,ht and about four on the rext one. The trouble is that about this
tinie we were getting so much action trying to knock out mortar sites
that we didn't have too much time to exploit this area. We even
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found some ritt around this 1/18th Fire Support Base but we weren't
able to exploit this is much as we wanted to mainly because so much
air was needed for other points around here. In essence there is a
lot of sunply amund here and we feel that air hts really been a
saviour to the brigade. We feel that it has been used effectively.

There is a lot of thin s we want to iprove. One of the biggest thirCrs
concerns 7AF and all the higher echelons being concerned with try-inr to get more pre-plans so we can pln more fighter sorties.

That would be much better than just ordering a batch of immediates
and stripping the pads and having to frantically t ry and unload
others, esnecially when it comes to particular bombs like 1000 nound-
ers where you have to download aircraft and bring thm out. VFe
the FACs are well; aware of this and we have been bringing this up
to the brigade.

The other dayi c were blowing 1n LZ just south of the lst Brigade.
We were !oing to hit hill 530. This has been probably one of thehardest IZs in the 4 months I have been a FAC. OK, he is at 875

073. I would sai this 7ill without a doubt (4is is an estimate)
had 1 een hit -ith 20 Airstrikes, say Pround 50 sorties on the top
of that hill. There were still trees standikrn and,wehhad hit them
with lOODpound bombs. The bomb we love to use to blow IZs up is the
2000 pound dais4, cutter nnd it is unfortunrte we can't u' e it, but
they've got problems handlin, this one. Of course the HOFOs could
put it in for us but i..e have been using 1000 pound instantaneous
'bombs. We have used 750 pound instantaneous and we have actuallyI~t "sdivt !"@ ~~Db1ianV4 it ar , ,tj thA.r we !"avl 'tPpound dais,- cutters. They told us that they are trying to -,et
750 pound daisy cutters or the fuse extenders, whichever one you want,
and we vould suze like to use it for reas like this. The folia,e
fust be heavy teakwood or soretbing but anyway we 'inally got the
1st, anot.her unit of the 8th in their.
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Interview, Captain Keith Glenn, Pilot, 20 Nov 67

This is Captain Glenn, a member of the 776th Tactical Airlift Squadron
stationed at CCK, reporting on a mortar attack and my observations at

* Dak To on 15 November 1967. We were flying a support mission out of
Tuy Hoa to Dak To and then planned to onload Vietnamese troops and
return them to Tan Son Nhut. I was empty upon arriving at Dak To.

* We taxied in and shut down engines and we were number three of the air-
craft on the ground. We were parked facing to the east. There were
two aircraft on the ground. We were parked facing the east. There were
two aircraft in front of us, one directly in front of us was facing east,
the other aircraft facing west.

Immediately after shuting down engines at approximately 0835 we heard a
call on the tower frequency the radio that a mortar round had gone off
in the northeast POL area. This area was just narth of the runway nnd
north of the helicopter revetments. We weren't sure at the time that

th there was an actual attack or whether a mortar round accidently went off
or what the problem was. I departed the aircraft back through the cargo
compartment and jumped out the left paratroop door and I observed another
round go off just north of the runway between the road that parallels the
north side of the runway. At that time somebody yelled mortar attack andI looked for a shelter or bunker. The rest of my crew followed closely
behind with only minor delays.

I had the flight mechanic and my navigator in the same bunker with me
and the other pilot and the loadmaster just got into a shallow hole and
stayed there for the initial attack. At approximately 0900 tO 0905 we
moved out of the initial bunker we were in because there was ammunition
on pallets back close to the aircraft or close to the bunker and the air-

craft, TVp gj,rgft W@r 9p ftr ~ 4w o9 of g4i iraftIonto the ramp. We telt it was a good possibility that aimunition around
the area would explode so we moved. We moved on further south approxi,
mately 400 yards into what we found out later was the ammo dump and I3joined up with the rest of my crew and we stayed there until about 0915

- to 0920. The flight mechanic went back to our aircraft, started the in-
board engines, and I backed the aircraft up and turned it around and taxied
it to the west end of the ramp just short of where the O-l's are parked.
We moved the aircraft primarily because the attack had subsided some
(there hadn't been any rounds come in for a few minutes), our aircraft was
leaking fuel, and the fuel was running down near the burning aircraft. We
were sure the aircraft would either be damaged from exploding ammunition or
exploding aircraft or both and possibly catch on fire from its own fuel.
After taxing up to the west end we stopped the aircraft. There were two
tanks-one tank and a tank retriver-on the west taxiway. They had been
ordered in by the Army to try and move our aircraft. They were blocking
the taxiway and I coul txi any further and I couldn't taxi too close
to the 0-lts. - [ 4-----
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Sgt McKinnek and I then left the aircraft and went back to the area

where I left my crew. The crew had moved from the position we had been

in and the flight mechanic and I couldn't locate them. At the time I

saw the navigator further on down to the south. We decided to stay

approximately where we were primarly because secondary explosions had

started and large chunks of shrapnel from the exploding artillery were

being thrown 4 or 500 yards to the south. Well, in all directions, but

it seemed to be most in going south. We finally got under a Catanillar

tractor and stayed there about 3 1/2 hours while the secondary explosions
continued.

The flight mechanic and I had to move from under there or felt that we

should leave because the second aircraft had a pallet of ammunition on

it and I think the majority of the pallet exploded simultaneously and

hurled what appeared to be a 105 howitzer projectile under the Catapillar.I Although it was a dud and I was sure it wouldn't go off, it was a little

unnerving to sit there with that thing under there with us, so we collected
not only the flight mechanic but two Army engineers and about four or five

ARVN and we all departed for another area. This is when I joined up with

the loadmaster and the other pilot about 100 yards further south,

We stayed there until about 1330 and at that time three Special Forces

Sergeants from the Special Forces Camp at Dak To came looking for us.

They were trying to locate all the Air Force people and they were spread

out somewhat, They led us back into the Special Forces camp. We stayed

in the Special Forces camp until about 1415, when we went back to our air-I_ craft, which the Army tank retriever had moved under the taxiway by then,
We went out to the aircraft to see the possibly of flying the aircraft out,

After close examination of the aircraft we decided that it was flyable and

"I at 1505 we departed Dak To for Tuy Hoa. We learned later there was a second
attack on Dak To about 1545.

Our observations on aircraft damage and where they were damaged (theIdirection of fire) is not too clear. We do feel there is a possibility

that fire came from either the south or north or both. Major Cokenick
observed the second aircraft-the one directly in front of us--he observed

a round go through the vertical stabilizer of the aircraft--for this reason
we think it is doubtful that it was a mortar round--and it appeared that
this particular round came from the north. The rest of them appeared to

come from the south but it is extremely difficult to tell. Their fire was
accurate. The third round hit on the ramp and the remainder of the rounds
hit close in the vicinity that burned. It appeared that the first two were

for ranging purposes.and by the third ro-und they had the area they wanted to

hit fairly well zeroed in and the rest of them fell right in the close vi-
cinity. The order in which rounds fell and which aircraft were hit is very
difficult to tell. They did hit either aircraft or close to them with most

of the rounds.
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Interview, Major Joseph Madden, ALO, Ist Brigade, 4th
Infantry, Kontum Province, 18 Nov 67.

The action which I'm going to attempt to describe concernsthe 503rd Battalion of the 173rd Airborne Brigade. Which wasunder operational control of the 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Divi-
sion, on 6 November. The action started with the preparation

of a battalion-sized base camp on hilltop 823 which is located
at YB 853187. The mission at the time was to clear the hilltop
of very very dense bamboo forest which was predominately on
the western part of the hill and the remainder of the hill which
was a mixture of bamboo and very tall, probably 100 to 125 foot
tall, trees which covered the remaining areas. The initial air
strikes went in and prepared an LZ for the Engineering Platoon.
We put the first strikes in at approximately 853187 which was
down on the east slope of the hill. It took.two air strikes to pre-
pare that. We had #500 bombs on Hobos with Daisy Cutters and
I think we had #1, 000 on F-100s. And those two strikes cleared
that area there. We then moved up the hill, the top of the hill,I- and started putting in the main LZ air strikes. The fifth air strikes
went in at 11:46, the sixth at 12:47, and the seventh at 13:15.

At 13:45 the Army people flew over the hilltop and said it
looked clear enough for them to begin their airlift and they
started the airlift, B Company of the 503rd Battalion onto theUa hill. At 14:05 they reported AW weapons fire up to the north
of the hill at 849201. Now this area was where they had placed
three additional companies on the ground. Company A was
placed on the ground at approximately 860202, Delta company
was about 852201 and Charlie company was at 845203. It was
Delta company that was beginning to receive the AW fire and
requested an air strike. At 14:20 hours the air strike was
diverted to support Delta company at 849201, the first strike
arriving on the scene was Hammer 21, which had napalm and
Mark 117s and a pistol.

The first bombs were dropped on the northern side of the
ridge line which goes approximately YB 848203, somewhere
in there. Then they dropped napalm to the west and the east
side of the friendly positions. This napalm was dropped
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approximately 100 to 150 meters t o e west and approximately
75 meters to the east of the friendly positions. Due to the AW
fire being very intense in those two locations, I held the fighters
with the bombs high and dry while we put the napalm in there.
They then began to receive heavy AW fire from the ridgeline to
the north of their position and between where the first bombs had
hit and the bottom of the ridge. The company commander implied
on the radio that it was a very very desperate situation. So I
elected to ask the fighter to drop his remaining three #750 bombs
in a string on a generally west to east heading and it turned out
to be about 70 meters from the friendly location. And his three
bombs struck on the southwest base of the ridge somewhere around
848202 or 203. And ended up about 70 meters from the friendly
position, the friendly commander was very excited at this time
and ask us to call off the air strikes. They were too close and
he didn't have any holes to put his people in. But the command-

S,te,,- ing general of the 173rd Airborne, I believe his name is General
SyWXwAlwas flying around at that time and he later commented
that the air strike was exactly where it had to be.

-31
OK following that air strike Hammer another flight of F-4Cs,

arrived on the scene. They also had napalm and 750 pound bombs.
The situation around Delta company was still very sticky; they were
still receiving fire from the real steep ravine which shows up onI the map at about 853202. I violated one of the cardinal rules by
running a fighter into the friendlies dropping napalm, but they dropped
two cans of napalm exactly on target on a northeast to southwest run
in heading. And it came up to within approximately 20 to 25 meters
of friendly troops and knocked off the small arm and sniper fire
that was coming from that ravine area. The other had six cans ofI napalm as I remember. He dropped two other cans of napalm to
the rear of Delta company at about 853197 somewhere in there as
the men had been receiving fire from that area. That effectively
squashed that. His third pass was between A and D company on a
north to south heading at about 855200 as both companies were re-
ceiving sporadic fire from that area and then they were able to link
up. The #750 bombs from this flight were placed again on the
northwest side of the ridgeline that is at approximately 848205 some-
where in that general area. For Hammer 21 I gave an estimated
13KBA and for Hammer 31 I gave anestimated 15 KBA. Because at
both locations AW and small arms were both being fired and at the
completion of their strike the fire had been effectively suppressed.

I



When these air strikes were in progress, B Company
which had been placed at the battalion fire support base also
reported that they were receiving heavy AW fire from the
north and northwest and almost directly west and they re-
quested immediate air. At that time we had three flights of
fighters on station so the immediate air request was not
forwarded; we just used what we had. The first flight was
Devil 51, which was a flight of three F-100s that had nape
and #750 bombs. We placed the napalm in the draw on a
west southwest to a east northeast run in heading at approxi-
mately YB 848187, the draw that goes in that area of the map.
We placed the #750 bombs along that ridge which goes out to
about 848188 or 189, out in that area. They also had #500
high-drag bombs which I placed closer to the perimeter at
approximately 850188, somewhere in that area at the top0df
the little draw. I gave that flight 15 KBA, three AWs and two
mortar positions destroyed.

The next flight we put in there was the Eagle 01 which was
a flight of F-100s with #500 high-drag bombs and napalm. I
placed them along the northern part of the perimeter due to
their smaller size and their ability to work closer to- the
friendlies. They expended both the napalm and the #500 bombs
at YB 850190. I gave them 10 KBA and two mortar positions
destroyed. The HOBOs (A-lEs) we put in the area were CBU and
napalm and we worked along that ridge which goes out to about
847190 in that area with the CBU and napalm. These air strikes
effectively reduced the enemy opposition and no further contact
other than sporadic sniper fire was experienced by any of the
four companies at their locations.

Just a little bit in regards to the landing zone and the battalion
fire base which we made at the top of hill 823 at 853186. It had
turned out that this was a previously NVA battalion fire base and
whenever they got up to the top of the hill they found over a hun-
dred bunkers and foxholes with overhead covers with 14 NVA
bodies discovered at that location and numerous blood trails in-Idicating many many other wounded had been dragged away. In
preparation of this fire base we had to use #1, 000 bombs with
the delayed fuze and these resulted in three large craters being
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formed on top of the hill and as it turned out later these
craters were life savers for when B Company started re-
ceiving the heavy AW and B-40 rocket attack from theirInorthwest and north, the whole company was able to take
shelter in these three craters and that saved many many
lives. That was just one of the quirks, something that
wasn't necessarily planned but turned out the right way.
This portion of the tape deals with the Infantry, 4th In-
fantry Division, and the contact from approximately 3
November to 11 November. The original operation be-
gan in that area with an air strike at YB 936134 on 1 Nov-
ember when two B-57s put in an air strike at those co-
ordinates and got a large secondary explosion. They de-
cided it was either an area of large storage area or ex-
tensive troop concentrations.

They decided to put in a combat assault on the top of
hill 882, which is located at YB 918141. This went in onI 3 November and the battalion was in there with two com-
panies, A and D companies. They had sporadic contact
on the 3rd, 4th and 5th mainly from the mortar fire on hillI 843 located at 912143. We put a few air strikes in and
around that position but it didn't seem to be effective. We
later found out that there was an extensive bunker system
up there. We were dropping MK-82s and napalm and it would
probably have been more effective if we had 117s or #1, 000
bombs. On the 5th, A company of the 3/8th attempted to
move up to the top of hill 843 by proceeding down 882 across
the valley there - a really steep valley, I might add - and
come up to 843. But they met extensive resistance and wereI forced to withdraw back to 882 where they spent the night of
5 November.

I On the 6th both A and B companies then began to assault
up hill 843. They reached the summit with no opposition ex-
cept an extensive booby trapped area from the bottom of the
valley up along the ridgeline. They arrived at their night
location of 6 November at the top of hill 843. The Air Force
role on that operation on the 6th consisted almost entirely of
putting air strikes on the top and the northern ridge that goes
from the top of hill 843, and on the north and northwestern slopes.
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i It was in that area that we uncovered numerous bunkers
and got large secondary explosions with NVA bodies observed
by the people on the ground. No body count was achieved at

I this time. However, we had many secondary explosions in
and around hill 843 both on top and on the northern, north-
western, and western ridges. On the morning of the 7th both
A and D companies moved out to the north from 843 down the
ridge line that goes almost due north along the 91 grid line and
arrived at their night location at 906149. Both A and D com-
panies assumed the same perimeter with it extending generally
in an east to west heading along that small finger of a ridgeline
thatgoes just south of the 15 grid line. The companies moved
into their night location with no interference.

At 14:08 A company reported heavy contact and requestedI "uimediate air strikes with heavy smallarms and AW fire being
directed against their position. At 14:22 D company reported
that they were receiving mortar fire from the south. At 14:35Ithe first air strike consisting of three F-lOOs carrying napalm
and 750s went in approximately 400 meters south of the night
location of their present location. They were actually about
400-500 meters southwest of their location. And at 14:50 follow-
ing the air strike they reported they were no long in contact.
At least D company was not longer receiving mortar fire. We
had negative BDA on that air strike despite the fact it appears
it may have knocked out the mortar position. At 15:08 they
were still receiving small arms fire in A company and possibly
rocket and mortar fire also. D company reported back in con-
tact at that time. I requested.artillery and they wanted an air
CAP but at that time they wer,e not asking for extra air on this
particular contact. At 15:59 as both A and D company continued
to receive heavy fire they put in a request for two more air3 strikes.

At 16:20 the first air strike of three F-100s again carrying3 six napalms and six #750 bombs went in followed by a flight of
two F-100s carrying four napalms and four #750 bombs at 16:40.
At 17:10 they had a flight of two F-100s that came off the alertU pad litter 03 with eight 117s went in in support of the operation.
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At 17:25 Sabre 04 a flight of three F-100s carrying six napalm
and six Mark 117s went in. The only one that got a BDA was
the Sabre flight which was given one AW destroyed and two
bunkers destroyed. The official Army report at 17:48 reports
that A company is near the top of the hill, they have a machine
gun wiped out, and they are securing it for D company. This
was a matter of five to ten minutes following the completion of
the last air strike. At that time there was no further opposition
against the two companies in that location. It might be noted in
passing that at 16:20 the official report reads that A company is
completely surrounded by NVA and has 5 KIA, and many wounded.
The air strike going in at that time as reflected by our records
was Sabre 31 going in at 16:20. So a corelation in time is exact
there. The 17:40 air strike completion represent the last of theIcontacts that A and D companies had on the 7th. The plan for the
8th was for both A and D companies to move along that ridgeline
to the southwest to a little knole that is located on the 900 /grid line/
about 148. We were going to make an instant LZ so that A company,
which suffered numerous casualties, could be extracted. However,
at 08:17 A and D company were under mortar attack and at 08:47
an immediate air request was submitted because D company thought
they had spotted a mortar position. HOBO was on station as a pre-
planned. At 0850 they were expended and the BDA consisted ofI five bunkers destroyed. Following that air strike there were no
more contacts with the enemy listed until 08:53 at which time A
and D companies reported they had movement on their southeast

_ and northeast and west. In the interim period we had placed four
air strikes all sorts of ordnance but generally napalm and #750
bombs in an around their position. One was mainly to prepare the
LZ at that knoll on the 900 grid line and the other in support of
the sporadic contact, where the mortar position was spotted.

-- At 13:50 D company spotted unfriendly troops moving into
their area and requested an air strike in their vicinity and at 14:35
and A and D companies had moved all around their perimeter.
At 14:44 they reported a large element moving toward both A and
D company locations. In support of that we had air strikes at113:30, 14:20, 15:00, 15:08, 15:28 and at 16:12. No further
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comments in the records on any kind of activity around their
perimeter until 16:55, at which time both A and D companies
reported receiving grenades and mortar rounds upon their
positions. At 17:20 they reported rifle grenades; at 17:35

I they reported under going a heavy mortar attack with a ground
attack on D company location. A flight of A-lEs was put in
in this vicinity and dropped napalm within 30 feet of the peri-
meter. This resulted in approximately 15 enemy being burned
by the napalm itself, including the firing crew of a heavy
machine gun found the next morning burned in place whileIassuming their firing positions behind the gun. The anpalm pass
also caused approximately 50 NVA to panic in the heat of the
flames and jump up and storm the perimeter where they were
cut down by one M-60 machine gun. The gunner was reprimanded
at the time for seemingly wasting his ammo by his company
commander, who was not aware that the napalm had chased someImany of the NVA soldiers out of the jungle. The last serious con-
tact around the area of Company A and D for several hours
occurred when the fire support base remote from the scene of this

I action received sporadic rocket/mortar attacks until late in the
night.

IA and D companies had very minor sporadic sniper fire in
their position until 18:42. A company then reported heavy con-
tact but D company on the same perimeter reported negativeIcontact. Spooky, the AC-47 gunship, reported on station and
was able to drop a few flares and determine the exact perimeter
of A and D companies. He fired his machine guns to close proximityIto the friendly perimeter. This was credited with breaking up this
determined attack on the A company location. The last significant
contact of the night of 8/9 November consisted primarily of policing
around the perimeter. At that time they found 160 NVA KIA.

They then proceeded to move to the southwest along that ridge-
line to the LZ which we had been preparing by the use of bombs both
on the 8th and early on the 9th. They moved into the LZ located at3 YB 900148 at which location Charlie Company, 3/8th was inserted
and Alpha company extracted and returned to the fire support base
at Dak To. The rest of the day consisted mainly of sporadic mortar3 attacks of two or three rounds at a time against the LZ. We put
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3 numerous air strikes around the perimeter against suspected

and positively identified mortar positions, resulting in three

mortar positions destroyed by air. The 10th was another day

i of light patrolling and the B company was inserted into the LZ

at 900148 in support of C and D companies. There was sporadic

AW and mortar harassment fire into the LZ but negative U. S.

-- casualties. There was a gunship shot down in the vicinity of the

LZ and one air strike was placed in that area in support of the
rescue operations which rescued three of the five crew membersI on the downed gunship. We also put in an air strike against a mor-

tar position and resulted in one mortar position being destroyed

3by air.

On 11 November the Army made the final assault up hill 724,

located at YB 896149. C company reached the top without opposi-
-- tion at 11:50 hours; D company closed shortly after that time, and

B company the last company closed on the perimeter with C; and

D at 13:25. At 13:47 they reported B and D company receiving aI- heavy ground attack and requested immediate air. An air strike

in response to this request was put in at 14:00 this was from a

flight of F-lOOs that had been on station and holding for 35 minutes.

The results of this strike which consisted of napalm and #500 bombs

was that the ground attack upon the perimeter was completely
squashed and no further ground attacks were being made againstU the ground forces. The comment made by D company commander,
Captain Bell was, "God Bless the Air Force. " He said that they3 had saved his whole company at that time.

On other parts of the perimeter, namely the southern flank of
the hill 724 in the vicinity of YB 895147 defended by C company,

contacts continued sporadicly. At 11:40 a flight of A-lEs were

put in with napalm and CBU. The CBU was put down ten meters

from the friendly perimeter and resulted in 12 KBA. This was

the last ground assault against the perimeter, only AW, rocket

fire and sporadic small arms fire continued to come into the

perimeter. The position of these AWs and mortars was the old

night location back on the knoll at YB 900147 or 148. An additional

air strike was placed on that location with the result of one mortar

I
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position being destroyed. By 15;16 they said all elements
were located on hill 724 and were receiving fire from their
old fire support base of the previous night. This was the
last major contact of the 3 /8 during this period.

That evening while speaking with the brigade commander,I Colonel Johnson , in receiving the events of the day, Colonel
Johnson made the comment. and 'his is as close to being
an exact quote as I can remember. "I owe the United States AirI Force one battalion for "hey certainly saved 'he lives of "hose
three companies. " This action refers to the 3/12th Inf. 1st
Brigade of "he 4th Infantry Division, on 3 and 4 November.I The event started with an air assault into a previously prepared
landing 7one, which was prepared by two air strikes several
days earlier on hill 978 located at ZB 013162. The air assault wasI- completed with the first company on the ground at 1329.
B company of the 3/12th was rapidly followed by the arrival of
A company into the LZ. They made a successful combat assault.
B Company moved west along the ridge line to ZB 008162 and prepared
an additional landing zone for Alpha company for resupply
for their own ordnance. At this LZ a platoon size patrol spotted
two NVA soldiers who retreated west along the ridge line.
They were followed by this platoon.

-- At 15:52 it was reported at YB 997163 that the patrol was in
contact with an unknown size enemy force. They were receiving
sporadic fire from a squad size force, followed rapidly by heavy
small arms and mortar fire, pinning the platoon down. They
fired artillery into the area and at 16:35 the contact was broken.
However, immediate air strikes had been requested and they
were placed in the area from which the AW and small arm fire
had come. Immediate air s-rikes were on station at 16:523 with negative BDA. We proceeded to put three additional air
strikes into the area for an hour with negative results. At least
no"hing was reported. That ended the main contact during thisIoperation on the 3rd.
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It resumed at approximately 0835 the following morning when both
A and B company reported they were receiving mortar fire.
At that time a flight of A-lEs a preplanned flight was putting
in an air attack consisting of nape and 500# bombs. They were
diverted to the suspected mortar position with their napalm
and the BDA at that time was two mortar positions destroyed.
The 0830 preplanned flight of F-4s was also immediately placed
on the mortar-with one mortar position destroyed and one AW
position destroyed and ten KBA. This strike went in from 0830 -

0900 and the official records show that at 0850 A company received
its last mortar round. So the air strikes were very effective against
these mortar positions at this particular time. Additional, air
strikes were placed in the immediate area of the known destroyed
mortar positions with negative BDA results.

I At 1155 both A and B company, 3/12th, reported receiving heavy
AW fire and mortar fire from heavily constructed bunkers.
At 1215 they were still receiving heavy mortar and ground fire
and the enemy was throwing grenades from the spiders holes.
Our troops reported they were in contact with at least a battalion
size force. They were really dug in with very heavy overhead
cover . . . this is an direct quote from the official Army records.
They requested nothing but 1000# bombs and would except no substitutes
for it despite efforts made by the ALO to induce them to take
750# bombs with delayed fuzing. I was on station at this time and
this bit of advice was not accepted. At 1415 hours a flight of
two Navy A-4s arrived on station wfth four 1000# bombs and expended
the ordnance on the target at YB 999162 with negative BDA.
The friendlies started to withdraw - under-- the air support although
that we had warned them we were droppong 1000# bombs and the troops

should be in holes. One man was lightly wounded by a bomb fragment
from a 1000# bomb which went off approximately 200 meters from
the desired target. Additional flights of fighters were in with the
750# bombs and delayed fuzing were expended on the target.
The results of the air support for this day were three mortar
positions destroyed and approximately 15 KBA.

A quick summary of the mortaring of Dak To when two C-130
were demolished by mortar rounds. The amazing thing was the
accuracy of the attack. The first mortar round or recoilless rifle
or type 75 artillery shell landed across the runway approximately
100 to 150 meters long. It landed in an unoccupied helicopter
revetment. The second round struck a C-130 and immediately set
fire. The third round hit the ammunition supply point and caused
a minor explosion there. The fourth round struck the second C-130.
They then struck the first C-130 for the second time and added to
the conflagration. The second hit on the first C-130 was what really
stopped anybody from possibly moving the aircraft as it blew the backI end of the airplane onto the ground. The fire in the second C-130
was almost extinguished at that time, in fact the fire was completely
out and was lightly smoking in the wings, when additional mortar
rounds or shells struck and reignited the fire.



Either from the exploding mortar rounds or exploding

ammunition a third C-130 which had been parked behind the other

two received shrapnel holes in the wing tank and started leaking

fuel onto the ramp. Some crew members started the airplane and taxi

to what was considered at that time to be a safe distance from

the ammo dump to the burning airplane. A fourth C-130 was on the

active runway at this time and as soon as the mortar attackIbegan the aircraft took off and escaped without any damage.
Fire spread and shrapnel was flying and it became apparent to

the Army personnel that the third C-130 was in danger of beingI destroyed by fire. They sent a tank'down to the ramp and hooked

a chain to the forward gear of the C-130 and towed it to the west

taxiway of the parking ramp just short of the runway intersection.

In my opinion this saved this aircraft from being completely

demolished by fire.Flaming shrapnel and other debris landed all

around the area from which the C-130 was towed and, with the

tremendous amount of fuel leaking out of the wings, I feel this

- airplane would have shortly caught fire and been destroyed had it

not been towed away. They used a tank because they had shrapnel

flying all around, anything from 10 to 12 inches long and fiveI inches across parts of 105 shells exploding in the ammo dump.

It was not considered safe to send anything onto the ramp except

a tank. The initial exploding ammunition had been unloaded from

one of the C-130s on the ramp and had not been moved into the ammo

dump proper.

When the fire appeared to be coming under control and in factI- was almost extinguished, they ran out of water. They had to get

the water tank refilled and when they returned the fire had

spread and become incontrolable. Fuel from the burning airplanes had

flowed into an area where tar had been stored in barrels, causing

the tar to melt, catch fire, and flow into the ammo supply point

itself. Also, additional shells exploding on the ramp flew into

the ammo dump and caused additional fires in a chain reaction.

Aircraft continued to burn until very late in the afternoon.

I think over 16,000 (sic) rounds of 105 ammunition went up.

I There was one tremendous explosion just about 0930 at night

which knocked down a guard standing in the TOC (about a half mile

from the sceen of the explosion). I was sitting in the TOC

in line with the doorway and I was knocked out of my chair and against

the wall about three feet back. It was the most violent explosion

I ever encountered. The whole area was a brilliant red like the3 pictures you see when an atom bomb goes off that very, very,deep dull
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red glow along with the blinding brillance of such a great
explosion. I thought this would be just about the end of the
main explosion but later on there was another violent explosion
not nearly as bad as the former one. It went off about 1130
or 1145 at night. It was the connex C-4 explosive that went up.
The fires gradually died down and all the ammo was expended
and the other equipment in the area was burned out.
In addition the Special Forces Camp with the buildings where
the dependents of the ARVN troops lived caught on fire.
This led to the to the dispatched of armored personnel carriers
and tanks to evacuate the civilians. Again, the APs and the tanks

were in use because of the tremendous amount of shrapnel flying
all over the area, red hot and setting fires to almost everything
when it hit the ground.

I
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Interviei:, Captain Philip D. Oritten, FAC
3rd/12tb Inf (lst Fde/L;th Inf Div.), Kontun Province, RVN , 18 Jan 68.
The Battle for Hill 1338.

The 3rd /12th Inf of 1st Bde/,4th Inf Div was to secure Hill 1338 due
south of Dak To 2-3 miles. They started from the SW alonfg ridgeline
hoping to secure the top of the hill by the evening of the 16th Novem-I ber. They started up and got, I would say, approxixately 7-800 meters
from the top of this hjll Pnd they started comir into light contact,
mainly from small weapons fire. T!ey -roceeded on up, I %ould say,
close to 6-700 meters and were tuder such intense fire that they had
to pull back NW alonr the ridge lie, they had been headed S]j and tl;ey
withdrew 1W ap,)roximately 200 meters.

Meantime I was airborne from Dak To at about 1500 meters in an 0-1 and
had put in app-oxirately two flights on the top of Hill 1338. The
very peak of the hill had been fairly well cleared of foliage, mainly
from repeated fli-hts of the last two weeks since it had been a sus-
oected-aknown-enemy location for so;netime. So, I was nutting these
750 and 500 pound bombs with napalm approximately 700 meters from the
friendlies, hut actually, I wouldn't say we were in close air support,
we were clearing( the top of the hill of any mortar nositions or any-
thing that might be affecting the battle a little further down the slope.

Well, as soon as they got into contact and withdrew this 200 meters,
they called in napalm nd 500 _nd 750 pound general purpose bombs. I
was able to get te naalms a!-out 100 to 150 meter from the friendly
position, and the results of this were unknown. These bombs-I had to
put up 200 meters from the top of the ridge. It cleared a little
foliage hut we were unable to see any bunkers or trenches at that time.

As I remember, there were four flights. Tis can be later validated.
I know I put in two in support of the 3rd/12th. Units in this move-
ment were two connanies of the 3rd/12th Alnio.Comnany -nd Ciarlie Company.
It later turned out tat tPey were facing the figure
of battnlion strength, or possibly a little bit more, of NVA, supported
'with mortars, light to heavy automatic weapons, and numerous small
arl' s weanons,

At this point due to the pproaching darkness, it .0as decided thy would
retire from the nosition down the ridge to which they had vlready re-
treated to set up ni!,ht catAn and that the rest of the operation would
r,o on the rrxt day.

Te next morninc Yajor 1adden, the brigade APL, was un very early nutting
in air :-trikes between 7 and 9 that mo:ninr on the mountain itself.
lie started up around the peak. I wps irborne around 9 O'clock and re-
lieved Major Yladden on station. They ftne 2 connnies] were starting
up. "hey had gotten rmot he for-!ard position ther- h,d the night bo-
fore and, I would say, the. were right around 3-400 meters from the top
of the hill.
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They were nicking up very intense small anns fire -nd they had spotted
several bunkers and n trench line above them. Of course, the hill at
this point was rather steep ;nd they were working up hill all the time.
They renuested airstrikes. There were four sets of jets and two sets,I.know of, of A-lE's and, to my knowledge, two sets had already beenput in before and scveral put in later.

Of these fighters, I put them in near the top of the hill with treir
hard ordnance, and I would s=ay, im ieve workirg within 200 Meters of
the friendly position with the nanalm and trying to cut this down as
close as possible to around 100 meters. The big work was done by the
A-lE's, mainly because they had the capability of delivering more
closely than the jets to the friendly position. I was asked to put
these directed fighters within 50 meters of the friendly positions.
It may sound very sirale but actuall- it was quite difficult, mainly
because we had to defend as best we could, the friendly positions.
It must be noted that they were not bunkered, they were behind trees
as much as they could, possibly a few of them found a bunker or a
fi,htig trench to slip into. I'd say that was th- exception. Yainlyr
they were hugging the ground and using what foliage they could to
cover themselves. They had reached a slight elbow and were passedthis elbow 100 meters on up the ridge. This elbow runs almost north
or slightly northeast and connected to this ridge they had been on
the night before from the northwest. Alpha Company was on this knoll
of this ridge down the western side and Carlie Company was on theknoll dovn the eastern side trying to sweep up this ridge. Alpha
Company had been pinned down by heavy mchine quns in two bunkers
which they wanted us to put in. They were giving us every directionexcept the right direction, and te battalion cormmander who was in
the C&C chopper was -lso just as confused as I was. Between the two
of us we resolved where they were by them popping smoke. And that'swhen we knew they were really confused. They -ave their position of
where their smoke was 1-nd it didn't match. As soon as vre got this
straiFhtened out, we put in the first set of A-lE?s with napalm.
[Capt 1*tttnsaid some other ordnance also put in which he thouht was250 and 500 GP farther up the slope.] Ile started in. They got within
100 meters to the friendlies and 'orked it down to 75. They said we
still need lo come closer with the napalm, so we worked it north tothe friendlies to about 50 meters. lie knew we had the range by thenbut, unfortunately, we were out of ordnance.

The second flight of Hobos arrived on station then. The position "an& WO
well worked by moking napalm by that time. They, the ground troops,
said ve need it 25 neters closer to the friendlies. 1e're talking
already about 50 meters from the friendlies. They wanted it 25 meterscloser, which obviously added up to 25 meters from the friendlies. Both
aircraft were carrying napalm at this time. The lead came in and he
put down his napali about 50,possibly 45.meters, fro;, the friendlies.
"Two" came in and but his in. I'd already told him about 25 ncter fromthe friendlies, but I knew it was close. How close, we soon found out.
Alpha Company said, "I t-ink we've :.oved it close enough, the trees are
burning over my head."
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I was quite worried at this time and I knew at that time tlcy Wern't
50 meters from the previous na-palm too. He said that was fine an
to move it 20 meters back up the slope; which we did. He said, "I don't
know if we tot those machine gun rests, oops, we don't have one. He's
firing arain, I iear exploding AK-47 rounds." We knew we were close.
They, said they could hear other ordnance exploding up there, indicating
nape had done a fairly effective Job, at least some of their supplies
and how many men, we didn't know.

At this point we ran out of A-l's, they were going back to refuel. We
put in the jets on what was left on up the hills. I'll let him carry
the rest of the battle clear up the hill.

I did return that eveninf just after the hill had been secured. I think
the time was 1718, immediately when it was secure.

At this point another set of Hobos arrived on station. All the jets had
been exnended. We found out that, by a fluk%, it was :oing to be pos-

sible to resupply both companies that evening. At first we didn't know
this, but I recomriended we 'old these Hobos for aircr,ft. A,-ain, this
is another one of the -values of having an aircraft of lon. endurance.
For one hour ues landed, evacuated all the wounded, put in all new
replacements, resuplied 'rith food, amunition, water (they had hoped
to have this done by by tle next afternoon). Of course, we were orbit-
ing right over head im-tediately if any contact broke out. Fortunately,
nothing did.
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